
PHIL 101 - Introduction to Philosophy  
Knowledge and Reality 

Summer 2014 

Course Description 
 This course is intended to introduce students to the basic problems and methods in 
philosophy. We will cover a broad range of topics and authors. In this half of philosophy 100, we 
will work through some of the major, persistent issues in epistemology and metaphysics. 
Epistemology is the study of what we can know and the nature of knowledge. We will consider 
such questions as, What is knowledge? How should we define truth? Are our knowledge claims 
founded on reason or in the senses? What counts as evidence for a belief? Metaphysics is the 
study of what exists and the nature of being. We will consider questions such as, What makes 
something the kind of thing it is and not some other kind of thing? What is personal identity? 
Does determinism pose a problem for our ability to act freely? In what sense is madness 
biologically real and in what sense is it a social construction? Is time travel possible? This course 
will end by considering applied issues in the philosophy of art and about the nature of life and 
death. We will consider questions such as, What is wrong with a forgery? What makes a work of 
art beautiful? What makes a beautiful life?  
 In this course we will watch two movies. The first is The Matrix (1999), which we will 
use to illuminate issues in epistemology and metaphysics. The second is Who the #$&% is 
Jackson Pollock? (2006), which we will use to illuminate issues in the philosophy of art. This 
course will be challenging, but fun and rewarding, no matter your future career trajectory. You 
are strongly encouraged to do the readings before they are discussed in class.  

Texts 

1. Lisa Gannett, Echoes from the Cave (G) 
2. All other readings will be available on the course website (W) 

Instructor 
Andrew Inkpen 
sainkpen@gmail.com 

Teaching Assistant 
Alirio Rosales  

alirio.rosales@alumni.ubc.ca 
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Course Website 

You can access the course website by following this link: http://elearning.ubc.ca/connect/. Once 
you have logged in, the course can be found under the heading “Course List.” I will use the 
website to distribute reading materials not found in the textbook. These readings are marked with 
a (W) below. 

Assessment and Policies 

Assignments 
1. Reading Response (Due: July 9th)   5% 
2. Short Paper  (Due: July 21st)   20% 
3. Midterm Exam (July 28th)    30% 
4. Pop Quiz (August 4th)    10% 
5. Final Take-Home Exam (Due: August 12th) 35% 

1. Reading Response 
 Each student is required to write one reading response. This response paper will be due 
July 9th at the beginning of class. I would prefer to receive hard copies. This very short 
response should be roughly 300-400 words. In the reading response you may either (i) briefly 
reflect on one of the readings of July 9th or (ii) contrast two of the readings of July 9th. Although 
these readings are tricky, this is not a reason to stress out about this assignment. The goal is to get 
you thinking and writing early on and to make sure you have done the readings before the class. 
Our marking will be very lenient. The reading response is worth 5% of your final grade. 

2. Short Paper  
 Each student is required to write one short paper. The paper topics will be assigned on 
July 14th and due one week later on July 21st at the beginning of class. I would prefer to receive 
hard copies. This paper should be 2-3 double-spaced pages (800-1000 words). It is worth 20% of 
your final grade. One goal of the short paper is to get you to think critically about the readings 
and to help you practice explaining complicated arguments in a clear and concise manner. The 
paper will be primarily expository. Before the paper is due, I will run an in-class writing tutorial 
to summarize my expectations and provide writing resources. 
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3. Midterm Exam 
 There will be an in-class midterm exam on July 28th. It will cover the course material up 
to and including the 6th class. It will take half of the class time (1.5 hrs). I will give more details 
of the structure of the exam as this date approaches. The midterm will be worth 30% of your 
final grade. 

4. Pop Quiz  
 There will be one pop quiz on August 4th at the beginning of class. The pop quiz will 
consist of a number of short answer questions about that days readings. These questions will be 
simple, that is, if you have done the reading, you should find the questions fairly straightforward.  
The pop quiz is worth 10% of your final grade. 

5. Take-Home Final Exam  
 The final exam will not be in the exam period. I will hand out a take-home exam during 
the last day of class (August 6th) and it will be due August 12th. It can be turned in 
electronically over email, or may be given to the Philosophy department administrator (Office: 
Buchanan E370) to be deposited into the instructor’s or teaching assistant’s mailbox. This exam 
may include material that we have covered at any time during the entire course, including the 
movies. The final take-home exam will be worth 35% of your final grade. 

Policies 
 Plagiarism is a serious issue and will be dealt with according to university guidelines 
(see: http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3,54,111,959; see the following link 
for tips on avoiding plagiarism: http://learningcommons.ubc.ca/resource-guides/avoiding-
plagiarism/). If you are worried about plagiarism, feel free to email the instructor or teaching 
assistant at any time. The syllabus may be reasonably amended at any time during the semester 
by the instructor. It is your job to keep up with the readings and to make sure that assignments 
are handed in on time as specified in this syllabus. 

Late Policy 
 For each day an assignment is late an additional 10% will be taken off the assignment 
grade (barring those cases in which a valid excuse has been given to the instructor). This includes 
the final take-home exam.  
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Class Outline 

Class 1 - Introduction (July 2) 

Class 2 - On Knowledge (July 7) 

Class 3 - Knowledge of the Mind (July 9) 

*Reading Response Due* 

Topics

. Introduction 

. Philosophy Toolbox 

. Plato on Knowledge

Readings

. Plato, Meno readings (G, 161)

Topics Readings

. Building on Plato 

. Defining Knowledge 

. Rationalist/Empiricist

. Plato, Meno readings (G, 161) 

. Gettier, Is JTB Knowledge? (W) 

. Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy (G, 171) 

. Berkeley, Three Dialogues  (G, 179)

Topics Readings

. Philosophy of Mind . Smart, Sensations and Brain Processes (G, 234) 
. Nagel, What is it Like to Be a Bat? (G, 248)
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Class 4 - Method and Induction (July 14) 

*Short Paper Assigned* 

Class 5 - The Nature of Reality (July 16) 

Class 6 - The Matrix (July 21) 

*Paper Due at the Beginning of Class* 

Topics Readings

. Scientific Methods 

. Evidence 

. Induction 

. Bacon, Aphorisms (G, 256) 

. Hume, Induction (W) 

. Goodman, The New Riddle of Induction (W)

Topics

. How to Write a Paper 

. Metaphysics and Reality

Readings

. Plato, Cave Allegory (G, 8) 

. Quine, Posits and Reality (W)

Topics Readings

. Movie: The Matrix . Putnam, Brain in a Vat (W)
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Class 7 - Freedom and Determinism (July 23) 

Class 8 - Midterm + Personal Identity (July 28) 

*Midterm - First Half of Class* 

Class 9 - Natural and Social Kinds (July 30) 

Topics Readings

. Free Will 

. Determinism 

. Responsibility

Frankfurt, Alternate Possibilities and Moral Responsibility (G, 90) 
Baron, Crime, Genes, and Responsibility (G, 96)

Topics Readings

. Midterm  

. Personal Identity
. Parfit, Personal Identity (G, 27) 
. King, You’re Not the Indian I Had in Mind (G, 52)

Topics Readings

. Natural and Social Kinds . Dupre, Natural Kinds and Biological Taxa (G, 117) 
. Haslanger, Gender and Race (G, 137)
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Class 10 - Time and Time Travel (August 4) 

*Pop Quiz* 

Class 11 - Problems in Aesthetics (August 6) 

*Take-Home Exam Assigned* 

Topics Readings

. Time and Time Travel 

. Problems in Aesthetics
. Sider, Time (W) 
. Lewis, The Paradoxes of Time Travel (W)

Topics Readings

. Problems in Aesthetics 

. Movie, Who the #$&% Is 
Jackson Pollock? 
. Take-Home Exam  
(Return by August 12)

. Danto, Artworld (G, 546) 

. Lessing, What is Wrong with a Forgery (G, 554)
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